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The first-ever history of the game that an Eton master once described as “the
most valuable contribution ever made by the school to the well-being of
mankind’’ has recently been published.

The book has been well received: the Head Master of Eton described it as “an
authoritative narrative, full of insight into our strange and compelling game.” Mal-
colm Tozer writing for the International Journal of the History of Sport commended
it as “thoroughly researched, lavishly illustrated and lightly written”

Other reviews: “Working in partnership with the archivists at more than fifty
schools, [the authors] have dug deeply in to school records, magazines and biogra-
phies to produce a comprehensive survey of the game; they would seem to have left
no stone unturned. The large page format accommodates nearly two hundred pho-
tographs, biographies of famous players, songs and verses – and places them along-
side the relevant text. The reader’s eye slips easily from script to accompanying illus-
tration, table or inset without disturbing concentration or flow; it is a seamless
story”. (Physical Education Matters)

“...it is a volume that sets a benchmark of quality for all involved in the game
and should play a significant role in opening the doors of fives to a new generation
of players and enthusiasts”. (The Harrovian).
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